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Location – You’ll find the Arriadh Hotel on a hillside overlooking the white village of Arriate, which is approx. 6km
from the city of Ronda in southern Spain. We travelled to the hotel from Algeciras on the train as we’d been told that
this was one of the great railway journeys of the world. It was certainly very nice; the trip took just under 2 hours
and the views were like this…

There was the option of stopping at Arriate train station which is just a 15 minute walk from the hotel but we didn’t
know this so we had arranged to meet Wilbert, who runs the hotel alongside his partner John, at Ronda station
which is a couple of minutes ride down the track (note that Arriate station is only a request stop for people already
on the train. If you’re looking to travel from Arriate onwards to either Ronda or Algeciras then there’s only one
guaranteed departure per day).
If either Wilbert or John do arrange to meet you at the station, here’s a photo of them so you can recognize them
easily.

If by chance Wilbert or John are busy on the day you arrive and you don’t have a car then it’s easy enough to get to
the hotel by public transport. The Setenilbound bus goes from Ronda bus station every couple of hours and will
leave you in central Arriate; the fare is just Euro 1.20 and the hotel is a 15 minute uphill walk from the bus stop. You
can find the bus timetable Here (the Arriate bus timetable is on the right of the page, third box down).
Before we arrived we thought we could just as well see the area without a hire car. The bus schedule indicated
that we could make it into central Ronda and out to the nearby ‘white village’ of Setenil easily. And we did just that.
The week we had at the hotel was great but if we went again we’d hire a car so we could also visit the many other
attractions nearby as there’s so much to see, such as the white villages of Grazalema, El Bosque, Zahara de la
Sierra and Ubrique as well as the Roman theatre at Acinipo, the caves at Pileta, del Gato and del Hundidero and the
many mountain viewpoints and remote wild swimming spots, all of which are marked on the excellent activities map
called ‘Serrania de Ronda’, which you can get from the Ronda tourist office.
If you have a car Wilbert will supply you with good directions to reach the hotel from anywhere in Spain (you’ll
probably be coming from Malaga airport or the Costa del Sol, about 90 minutes away). The hotel has a good dirt
road leading up to it from the main ArriateRonda road and there is plenty of private parking. Here is a photo of the
hotel from the dirt road less than a minute after you’ve left the main road.

When we left the hotel to fly out of Malaga airport we caught the bus from Ronda to Malaga, which took just under 2
hours, and then another local bus out to the airport. It was very easy and cheap (about Euro 15 each in total) and
the scenery is, like the train ride, really lovely.
Here’s how the hotel entrance looks.

Here’s a short film we made whilst staying at the Arriadh Hotel. It’s not meant to be a professional, glossy promo
film, just an honest look at what you might experience yourself if you stayed at the hotel. Wilbert and John had just

Our little balcony had a table and chairs and it was a perfect place to eat our home made tapas and toast the sunset
from. The sun sank below the mountains around 9:15pm in July and after that it stayed light for an hour or so more.
There was very little noise except for the distant village church bells, a peacock that lived on a nearby farm,
skylarks singing over the fields, the clip clop of people exercising their horses on the dirt track and on one occasion
a Flamenco concert that was going on in Arriate which we enjoyed laying in bed and listening to until around
midnight.

Here is a view looking down into the valley from the balcony.

